
Page1of1

AHandyStudyGuidetoTALEOFTAMARIbyShimmerChinodya

BrightBMzomah(2018)



Page2of2

Synopsis

Setinpost-colonialZimbabwe,TaleofTamariisamovingaccountaboutagirlgrowingup

asanorphan.Tamari,theprotagonistofthestory,isafourteenyearoldgirlwhose

parentshavedied.Sheliveswithherbrother,TsanoKuda,inthehouseherlateparents

leftbehindforthem.Shealsoliveswiththreelodgers,namelyMkomaMandla,Mdara

Zuze(realnamenotknown),andSisiMaposa.MkomaMandlaisanemployeewhois

usuallysmartlydressed.HesupportsTamariandKudaincashandkind.Howeverhe

attemptstorapeTamari.MdaraZuzeisadrunkardwhocomeshomelatearound3:00

o'clockinthemorning.SisiMaposaisabusinesslady,sellingclothes.Sheisawayfrom

homemostofthetime.Tamari'sgreedypaternaluncle,UncleBanda,ismoreconcerned

aboutthemoneyhecanmakefromthehousethanlookingafterherandherbrother,Kuda.

ThefourteenyearoldTamarifacestheusualstrugglesofadolescencealongwithhaving

tocareabouttheproblemshergreedyunclecreatesforher.Thestoryisfullofdetail

abouttravails(hardships)andinjusticesofteenagelifewhichanyteenagercanrelateto.

Thestoryistoldfromthethirdpersonomniscientpointofview.

Chapter1

Tamarirecentlylosthermotherwhosedeathcamethreemonthsafterherfather'sdeath.

Shearriveslateatschoolandfindsherteacher,MissDitima,teachingintheclassroom.

MissDitimaallowsTamaritoentertheclassroom.WhenTamariforgetstoclosethedoor,

MissDitimateasesher:"Haveyougotatail?"Thewholeclasslaughsather.Toaddinsult

toinjury,afatboyjabsherbackwitharulerasshetriestositonherlittledesk.Clever,

themonitor,makesaquicknoteinhislittlebookperhapsnotingthatTamaricamelateor

thatthefatboyharassedthegirl.

Tamariisexperiencingphysicaldevelopmentthatischaracteristicofadolescence:

"Shewasgrowingrathertoobigforherdesk.Heruniformwastoosmallforher,tootight

atthebreastandtooshort."

Tamarilikesmathematics,art,drawing,painting,poetry,musicandnetball.

WhenTamari'smotherdied,Linda(herfriend)andhermotherhadcometokeepher

companyandtosleepwithheratnight.LindalaidflowersonTamari'smother'sgraveand

criedasifTamari'smotherwasherown.Linda'scompassionateattitudetowardsTamari

issharplycontrastedwiththatofsomeofTamari'sclassmateswho,Tamaricomplains,

pointedatherandwhisperedbehindherbackasifhermothersdeathwasherownfault.

Tamari'smother'speoplewereawayacrosstheborderinanothercountry.From a

distance,theywereunabletoregularlyassistTamariandKuda.



Page3of3

ThereisnotmuchinTamariandKuda'shouse:twooldsofas,boxsizeradio,paraffin

stove,potsanddishes,twoorthreeblankets.Why?Therestofthefurniturehadbeen

removedbyUncleBandawhoworkedinamine.Thishighlightsthethemeofproperty

grabbing.

UncleBandawantsTamariandKudatocomeandlivewithhimattheminesothatthe

wholehousecanbeletouttolodgers.Tamariengagesherselfinasmallscalebusinessto

ekeoutaliving.Shesellsfruits,spinach,vegetables,tomatoes,mangoes,cucumbers,eggs,

cigarettesandpopcornafterschool.

ThestorypresentsKudaasasportyorgamesomeyouth.Heisfondofplayingfootball.

TamariandKudaeatsadzaandspinachmostofthetime.Theyeatdrybreadwithout

storkanddrinkteawithoutmilk.Theyalsodonthaveenoughmealiemeal.Kudaurges

TamaritoborrowmoremoneyfromMkomaMandlasothattheycanbuysomemeat.

MkomaMandlabringsmeatwhichheroastsandeatswithTamariandKuda.He

addressesTamariashissweetheartandlittlewife.KudafearsMdaraZuzemayreturn

homeearlyandeatmeatwiththem.

Tamarihasadreaminwhichsheseeshermothersmilingandnotasthinandsadasshe

hadbeenwhenshedied.TamarismothermusthavediedofHIV/AIDs.

Chapter2

UncleBandaasksTamariifthelodgershavepaidrentandTamariresponds:

i.SisiMaposaisaway

ii.MdaraZuzepaidpartoftherentbecausehiswifeissickathome.

TamaritellsUncleBandathatMkomaMandlahadsettledthewaterbillwhentheCity

Councildisconnectedwaterfromthehouse.TamariasksUncleBandaformoneyfor

examinationfees,mealiemeal,cookingoilandbreadandsugar.UncleBandahandshera

fewnotes.UncleBandaisalwaysinahurrywheneverhevisitsTamariandKuda.Why?

Heisafraidtomisshisbus.

UncleBandathoughtthatlookingafterTamariandherbrotherhadbecomeanuisance

(botherorinconvenience);theonlygoodnesswasthefactthathemadeabitofmoney

outofit.

Chapter3

Tamariandotherstudentsareplayingmarimba,ledbyMr.Pasi,theirbandmaster.They

areinterruptedbythecominginofMrs.ShavawhowhisperssomethinginMr.Pasi'sear

(thatKudahascollapsed).Mrs.ShavalaterinvitesTamaritoheroffice.ShetellsTamari

thatKudacollapsedonthesportsfieldwhileplayingsoccer.Kudaapparentlyfainted



Page4of4

becausehehadnoteatenanythingthatmorning.

ThenTamaritellsMrs.Shavaeverything.Mrs.ShavasympathizeswithTamaributshe

cannotofferheranyhelpbecausetherearejusttoomanyorphansattheschool.

UncleBandavisitsTamarisandKudashomeonceagainintheafternoon.Hehascometo

collectrentfromSisiMaposa.Heisimpatienttogettothebusstationandtothemine

beforeitgetstoodark.WhenKudaarriveshomefromplaying,UncleBandashoutsathim:

"Youshouldbeashamedofyourself,neglectingyoursisterwhenyoushouldbethemanof

thehouse"(p.14).Healsoblameshimforcollapsingatschool(Mrs.Shavahadphoned

him).HecomplainsthatTamariandKuda'sparentsleftnothingbuttroubles.Heaccuses

thetwochildrenofbeingungratefulandthreatenstosellthehouseandtakethemtolive

withhimatthemine.

MkomaMandlagreetsUncleBandaandjoviallygreetsTamariandKuda.UncleBanda

shoutsatTamarisayingthathedoesn'ttrustMkomaMandlapayingwaterbill,buying

her(andKuda)meatandcallinghersweetwife.SisiMaposaarriveslateintheafternoon

andpaystherenttoUncleBandaaftermakingapologiesfornotpayingrentontime.

UncleBandawarnsthatifshe(SisiMaposa)failstopayherrentontimeagain,hewill

evicther.HeoffersTamarihalfthemoneyforfeeswhilepromisingtopaytherestatthe

endofthemonth.

AfterUncleBandaleaves,MkomaMandlaandSisiMaposacannothelpsympathizingwith

Tamari.

Chapter4

ItisWednesday,theappointmentdateforthefilmcrew.Thewholeschoolisabuzzwith

excitement.Thecrewmembersareyoungperhapsintheirearlytwenties.TheyallwearT-

shirtsprintedwithmessagesinbrightcolours:SMARTPEOPLESAY"NO",FRIENDSHIPIS

BEST.Thethreecrewmemberseachgiveaspeechmostlyabouthowyoungpeopleought

tobehave.Chosenpupilsperformforthecrewpoems,songs,playsanddances.Tamari

playsmarimba.TamariandotherpupilswhoperformaregivenT-shirts.Tamari'sT-shirt

isbrightblueandhasamessage:RESPECTYOURSELF.

Aftertheperformance,thecrewcallstogetheraspecialgroupofchildrenwhoseparents

orbrothersandsistersdiedofHIV/AIDS.TamariandKudaareinthisspecialgroup.This

suggeststousthattheirparentsmusthavediedofHIV/AIDS.Thechildrenareaskedto

talkaboutthemselves,todescribehowtheyliveathome,theproblemstheyfaceandwhat

helptheyneed.AWomancrewmembertakesnoteswithaflourishofherpen.Eachchild

whoisinterviewedisgivenapackageofbeans,driedfish,sugar,cookingoil,flour,mealie

mealandsalt.Tamariwondersifshecannotsneakbackandrejointhequeuefora

secondshare.Thecameramenfilmseverything.ThefilmcomesoutlaterandTamariis
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featuredinthefilmtheywatchonMkomaMandla'slittleTV.Tamaridreamsbeinga

famousstarabouttogetmarriedtofootballhero.

WhenTamari'sparentsdiedthechurchpeoplecampedatthehugefireoutsidethelittle

house,cooking,washingup,singingandprayingatthecemetery.Thedeaconwhoworks

inabutcherysometimesbringsthemscrapmeatandbeans.Anotherchurchmemberwho

worksinabakerybringsthembuns.Atthechurchbazaar,womenofferthemoldclothes

andshoes.

KudabelongstotheBoysBrigade(Camping,puttinguptents,swimming,fishing,and

huntingforwildberries).TamariattendedtheGirl'sFellowshipGroupmeetingatthe

church(singing,praying,dancing,cooking,sleepinginchurch,runningaround

testifying).Tamariviewstestifyinginthestreetsasashowoff.Sheenjoyskeepingto

herself.Shesuspectsthatothergirlslaughedatherbehindherback.

Chapter5

Tamariexperiencesherfirstmenstrualperiodatschool.Sheispursuedbyboys,ledby

Fatso,andsomegirls.Tamarihasbloodalloverthelowerpartofthedress.Lindaurges

Tamaritorun.Tamariherselfwonderswhathashappenedtoher.Theboysshout:

"PREGNANT!PREGNANT!"LindaoffersTamariastretchofprintclothwithwhichtowrap

herself.ClevertheMonitortriestostopthepursuers.TheboyspursueTamarialltheway

toherhome.SisiMaposaurgesTamaritowashupandlaterexplainstoherhowshehas

becomeayoungwoman.Shethreatenstobeatupthelingeringpursuerswithafryingpan.

LindasuspectsthatTamarihurtherselfintheschoolgardenwheretheywerewatering

cabbages.WhenTamarireturnstoschoolaftertheincident,noonedarestopointather

orshoutatherbecauseMrs.Shavahadorderedthatallthosewhohadtorturedthegirlbe

sentonpunishment,pushingwheelbarrowloadsofmanureinthegarden.Lindacomforts

Tamari:"They(thepursuers)arejustjealousbecausetheyweren'tinthefilm."(p.25)

Chapter6

Tamariwalkshomefromschool.Thereisaheavyrainandshefleeshomeinthedown

pour.Shedoesnotgotoherstallonthisday.Why?

i.Itisraining.

ii.Shehastostudyforexams.

OnthewayTamariseesmysteriousthings:

i.heavyrainstorm/darkcloud

ii.adogchainedtoatreewhimpering

iii.agreyfuneralwagonvaguelyshapedfollowedbytwovansfullofdarkfaces.

iv.adirgerisesbrieflyfromthecarsandfadesintothedistanceswallowedbythestorm.
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MkomaMandlaattemptstorapeTamari:"Heputsbothhandsonherwaistandreaches

forhermouthwithhis.However,Tamarirunsintothetoiletandlocksherselfin"

(p.27).WhenKudaarrives,TamariaskshimtocallMaiLindaorthepolice.Kuda

expresseshisdisappointmentatMkomaMandla:"Wethoughtyouwereafriend.''Mkoma

MandlaisveryembarrassedandappologisestoTamari.(P.29)

Chapter7

UncleBandavisitsTamariandKuda,bringingalongUncleMatopetobuythehousein

whichthetwoorphanslive.IfUncleMatopebuysthehouse,hismissuscaneasily

managehistuckshopwhichisnearbythehouse.UncleBandaispaidone-third(1/3)

downandtherestistobepaidinmonthlyinstallmentsovernextfewyears.AfterUncle

Bandaleaves,Tamaritakesoutherbooksandtriestoreadforanimpendingexambutit

wasnouse:

i.itwasagloomyafternoon,theskywascoveredwithdarkclouds

ii.shecouldnotconcentrate

iii.theleadinherpencilbrokeandherpendroppedglobsofblackink(p.33)

DuringtheexamTamariabandonedtheessaytitled'MyHome'infavourofoneonwhat

shewantedtobewhenshegrewup(painterorMarimbaplayer).

Chapter8

Mostofthischapteriswrittenindirectspeech,capturingtheinterviewbetweenTamari

andtheChildlineOfficer,Mr.Ngwaru.MrsShavaarrangesameetingbetweenthe

ChildlineOfficerandTamariandKuda.MrNgwarudeclaresthatUncleBandahasnoright

whatevertosellthehouse.Heknowsthat:

i.KudaandTamarilostbothoftheirparents

ii.theiruncleismakingthingsdifficultforthem

iii.theyhavenocloserelativeinthecountryandthattheirmother'speopleareacrossthe

borderinanothercountry.

MrNgwarupromisestowritetoAuntyLovenessorgetalawyertosortoutTamari'sand

Kuda'sproblems.Heemphasisestheneedtokeepsecretofallthearrangementsputin

place.TamarihasgreatrespectforMrsShavabutshewonderswhyMrsShavalefther

husbandtolivealonewhenheranoffwithanotherwoman.MrsShavagoestohotels

everyFridaytohavedrinksandlaughwithmenandotherwomen.Tamariwonders

whetherMrsShavaishappy.

Chapter9

AuntyLovenessarrivesonChristmasday.Shehadtroublecrossingtheborder:

i.Herpassportexpiredandtherewasaproblemwithhertraveldocuments.Sheendedup

spendingtwonightsattheborder.

ii.Theborderofficialswereimpatientwithher.
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iii.ShegotcaughtupinaChristmasrush.Buseswerefewandfarbetween.Shehadto

standall

theway.

iv.Theroadwasgultedandrain-soaked.

AuntyLovenessbringspresentsforTamariandKuda:floraldressandahat(forTamari),

ashirtandapairofshoes(forKuda),driedfish,biltong,potatocrisps,sweetsand

biscuits,lettersfromcousinsandunclesandaunts,moneyforchickenandriceandeggs.

WhenAuntyLovenessarrives,theLodgersareinthecountrysidevisitingfriendsfor

Christmas.

MaiLindadropsbytocheckonTamariandKudaaccompaniedbyLinda.Theybringapot

ofcurriedox-liverandfreshchips.AuntyLovenesschatswithMaiLinda.

Shecleansandclearstheyard;putssleevesonthesofasandoncurtains;sherearranges

thesofas,etc.Shechatsupthelodgersandtheneighbours.Shemakessurethereis

enoughfoodforthechildrentoeat.ShevisitstheChildlineoffices.Shehastohelp

Tamarifindaplaceatasecondaryschool.TheschoolpromisestohelpTamariwitha

smallbursary.Childlinewouldhelptoo.AuntyLovenesshastobuynewuniformsand

blazersandbags,newbooksandstationery,mathematicalinstrumentsandHome

EconomicskitforTamari.ShopsarecrowdedwithChristmasshoppers.

UncleBandahasanegativeattitudetowardsAuntyLoveness.Why?

i.Shearrivesoutoftheblueandtakeschargeofthings.

ii.Fromthetimehislatebrothermarriedhehadseemedtoignorehim.

iii.Shehadrefusedhim,herbrotherinlaw,toholdandkissherontheweddingof

Tamarislatefatherandmother.Thiswasagainstthecustom.

iv.ShewaschattingupthelodgersandtheneighboursandtrottingtotheChildlineOffices.

UncleBandafearedthatAuntyLovenesswouldbetoldabouthisplantosellthehouse.

Chapter10

AuntyBandaarrivesatTamariandKuda'shome.Sheisveryupsetwithherhusband's

behaviour.SheburstsintotearsandiscalmeddownbyAuntyLoveness.Shediscloses

thatherhusband,UncleBanda,hasnotbeenhomeforaweek.ShesuspectsUncleBanda

isstayingwithanotherwoman.ShecomplainsthatUncleBandaisnotpayingschoolfees

forthechildrenorbuyingfood.Hehaslefthiswifetolookafterthechildren.Thisis

irresponsibleofhim.AuntyBandathinksAuntyLovenessisbetteroffsingle.Shesays

"Marriageisnothingbutproblemsformanypeople."AuntyLovenessthinksotherwise:

"Therearemanymarriedpeoplewhoarehappy"(p.43).AuntyBandaadvisesTamarito

bepatientwhenchoosingamantomarry.TamarifeelssorryforAuntyBanda.Shefeels

AuntyBanda,AuntyLovenessandherselfaresomehowinthesameboat.AuntyBanda

advisesTamarinottomessupwithboysandmen.Tamariwonderswhyboysandmen

aresonasty.However,shebelievesCleverisanexception.Why?
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i.Hebravelystruggledtoprotectherfrombullies.

ii.Hesmiledsweetlyatherandalwayslentherapenorapencilwhenshelostor

misplaced

hers.

iii.Hehadahandsomesmileandwaslikedbygirls.

TamarithinkssheshouldallowClevertoholdherwaistatthesportsfieldorbringhima

boiledeggbutfearsotherboysandgirlsmaysayagainstthis.

Chapter11

Tamariparticipatesinacrosscountry.Shefeelsweakandalmostfaints.Clever,whois

chasingstragglersandrunaways,catchesupwithher.HeassuresTamarihewonttake

downhername.HehelpsthewearyTamaritowalk,Tamarileaningonhisshoulder.She

letsCleverputhishandonherwaisttosupporther,butimmediatelypullsawayfromhim.

Thenshehearsanimpishboy'svoiceshout:"Clever!Clever!Tamari!Tamari!PREGNANT

PREGNANTPREGNANT!"CleveradvisesTamarinottomindtheboyshoutingand

wonderswhytheboystreatherlikethat.Tamariregainsenergyandstartsrunningand

wantstofinishthecourse.

TamariandCleverwithdrawandsittogetherontheterraceatthesportsfield,sharing

peppermintsandwatchingthetrackandfieldevents.CleverasksforTamari'sphotograph.

Tamarisaysshehasaphotographwhichwastakenwhileshewasyoungandinnappies.

ShejokesthatClever'smotherwillthinktheinfantTamariinthephotographisClever's

child.ClevertellsTamarithathedoesnothaveamothereither.Hismotherdiedafter

beingbittenbyapoisonoussnakewhileweedingagroundnutfield.LindaadvisesTamari

nottoendupinaloveaffairwithClever.Tamarifeelsembarrassed.

Chapter12

Therearepoliticalandsocio-economicproblemsinthecountry:

i.insecurity

ii.risingpricesoffoodandfuel

iii.politicalunrest.

ThugssentbyUncleBandaterroriseTamari,Kuda,AuntyLoveness,andtheLodgers

aroundmidnight.Abrickisthrownthroughawindowpanefollowedbyahose-pipe

pushedthroughthesmashedwindow.Aburningmatchflowsdownfromthewindowand

sizzlesonthewetfloor.Thencomesawarning:"Nexttimeitwillbeparaffin."Thepolice

arrivethreehourslateronlytofindthethugslonggone.Theywerefacedwithchallenges:

"Therewasonlyonetruckatthestationandmostofthestaffhadgoneofftoman

roadblocksandstreetsinanticipationofacountrywidestayawayandmassactionagainst

risingfuelcosts"(p.52).Onlytwocame,awomanandaman.Duringtheinvestigation
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MdaraZuzementionsUncleBandaastheprimesuspect.Thethugsleftmatchboxeswith

namesonthem,whichlinksUncleBandatotheattack.

UncleBandaisarrestedanddetainedatapolicestation.Hesuspectsthatthethugshe

sentmusthavebetrayedhim.HeregretslisteningtoUncleMatope.Thisimpliesthatthe

ideaofhiringthethugsmusthaveoriginatedfromUncleMatope.UncleBandaeven

suspectsthatUncleMatopemusthavetoldthepoliceaboutthemoneytheyhad

exchanged.HealsosuspectsMkomaMandlaandthreatenstohirethugstobeathimup.

"Therewereplentyofthemwillingtoearntheirmoneythiswaythesedays."(p.53)

AuntyLovenesspleadswiththeMagistratetoletUncleBandafree,buttheMagistrate

insiststhatthecasecanbewithdrawnonlyandonlyifUncleBandaofferstoleavethe

houseandthechildrenalone.AccordingtothemagistrateUncleBandahascommitteda

seriouscrime:

i.Therightsofminorshavebeenabused.

ii.Therehasbeenillegalsaleofproperty.

iii.Peoplehavebeenthreatenedandharassed.

Hesaysthatthelawmusttakeitsduecourse.UncleBandaislatercommittedtoaprison

intheCity.Tamari,AuntyLovenessandAuntyBandavisithiminprison.UncleBanda

wisheshewasoutofprisontoseehiswifegivebirthtoababyboy.

Chapter13

TwoweekslateronlyAuntyLovenessandTamarivisitUncleBandaagain.AuntyBanda

doesnotvisithimthistime.Why?

i.shedoesnothavemoney.

ii.therearefewbusesandcombisbecauseofthefuelcrisisgrippingthecountry.

AuntyBandaandTamaribringUncleBandafood.UncleBandasayshehasonlyoneweek

toreturnthemoneyhereceivedfromUncleMatopeforthehouse.Tamarifeelssorryfor

UncleBanda.UncleBandaplanstosellhissofatoraisemoneytoreturntoMatope.He

asksAuntLovenesstosendTamariwithamessagetohiswife(messageoftheplanto

sellthesofaandthebedtoraisemoneytopaybacktoUncleMatope.

Tamarisetsoutforthemine.Atthemarketplacesheseesthefollowingthings:

i.anelderlywomanmoaningorsingingadirge.

ii.amadmanwhosebodyhadnotknownwaterorsoapforadecade.

iii.dishevelledstreetkidspatrollingthemarketplace,inhalingsomeintoxicantstoredin

plastic

milkpackets.

iv.earlywomenarrivingtosetuptheirstalls.

Tamaritravelledinacombiovercrowdedwithpassengers.Sheseesthelandoncemiles
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ofrichwheat,maize,cotton,andtobacconowoccupiedbynewfarmersandstuddedwith

littlegrasshutsandcattleandgoatsafterithadbeendividedupafterindependence.She

didnothavedifficultyreachingUncleBanda'shousebecauseshehadbeentherewhen

herparentswerealive.TamaritellsAuntyBandatheplantosellthesofaandthebed.

Thelatterstartsweeping,wonderinghowshewilldowithoutabed,asofaandher

husbandlosingajobandahouse.Whatwillshedowiththelittleboyontheway?Tamari

onceagainfeelssorryforher.

Chapter14

AuntyLoveness'sdayswereoutnumbered(twoweekstogo).Shehadtomakesurethat:

i.theproblemofthehousewassortedout.

ii.TamariandKudaweretakencareof:schoolfees,uniforms,foodtoeat,clothesforthem.

iii.theissueofUncleBandawasconcluded,whetherhewouldrespecthisword.

Shehadtogetherpapersextendedonthatsideoftheborder.Theimmigrationofficers

offeredherthreeoptions:

i.sheshouldapplyforabirthcertificateandlocalpassport.

ii.sheshouldbringwithherpapersandacloserelativetovouchheridentity.

iii.sheshouldbringherniecetotheofficeandseetheImmigrationOfficertotryand

argueher

case.

AuntyLovenesschosethethirdoption.ShebroughtTamariwithhertotheImmigration

offices.Theyfindlongqueues:Thequeuesnakedthroughtheofficebuildingsandspilled

ontothestreet(p.64).

Whileonthequeuetheyseethefollowing:

i.ayoungmaninflimsyT-shirtandjeanssmokedincessantlyandeverynowandthen

coughed

piercinglyandspatontothethingrass.

ii.abentwomanaboutthirtyorfiftywentupanddownholdingoutalittleplatetobegfor

coins.

iii.twowomennearthedoorsangachurchhymninaforeignlanguage.

iv.onthestreetattheendofthequeue,twodrunkssharingaquartofbeerarguedabout

petrol,politicsandpresidents.

AuntyLovenessandTamariarrivedaround9:00o'clockintheeveningandwereserved

around11:00o'clockthefollowingmorning.Theywereinitiallyservedbyakindlymanwho

patientlylistenedtotheircase.Theywerelaterreferredtohissenior,aleantired-looking

womanwhospokewithoutlookingatthem.

Tamarifellilli.ecaughtafever.Shefeltlikeshedidduringcrosscountry.Tamariwas

takentoaclinicbyAuntyLoveness.Linda,hermotherandherfathercametoseeherat
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home.Thenursesadvisedhertostayathomeandtakealotfluids.Intheeveningthe

lodgers(SisiMaposa,MkomaMandlaandMdaraZuze)cametoseeher.Somechurch

memberscametosingandpray.MdaraZuzegaveTamarabittertraditionalmedicineina

mug.AuntyLovenessfeedsTamariwithbeefsoup.Tamarisleepsandseesmanyfaces

(inherdream)alltellinghernottoworry.

Chapter15

Tamariliesonthesofafullyawake(herdreamshavegone).AuntyLovenessisholding

herheadinherlap.Tamariknowssheissurroundedbypossibilities.AuntLoveness

continuestofeedheronsoup.

Alittlebirdsingsatthewindow.IturgesTamaritotakecareofTamari.Tamarirealizes

shewillhavetotakecareofKudaaseveryoneelsehaslookedafterher.

CharactersandCharacterisation

Characters

Tamari,TsanoKuda,UncleBanda,AuntyBanda,AuntyLoveness,Fatima,MissDitima,

Mrs.Shava,ChildlineOfficer,Mr.Pasi(marimbabandmaster),students,Cleverthe

Monitor,M'daraZuze,Churchpeople,SportsMaster,Linda,MaiLinda,Linda'sfather,

MkomaMandla,theNurse,theMagistrate,thethugs,thefilmcrew,SisiMaposa,Uncle

Matope,thefatboywhojabbedTamari,thelittlebird,Tamari'scustomers,thepolice,

immigrationofficers,FatsotheBully,thepursuers,theborderofficials,aclerkat

immigrationoffices,etc.

Characterisation

1.Tamari

i.Sheisresourceful.Shedoesasmallscalebusinesstoekeoutaliving

ii.Sheissympathetic.ShesympathiseswithAuntyBandaontheoccasionwhenUncle

Banda

spendstwoweekswithanotherwoman.ShealsosympathiseswithAuntyBandawhen

Uncle

Bandaisinprison.

iii.Sheissociable.SheisamemberofGirl'sFellowshipatthechurch.Shehasfriends,

Linda

andClever,theMonitor.

iv.Sheisresponsible.Shetakescareofherbrother,TsanoKuda.

v.Sheiscompassionate.ShevisitsUncleBandainprison.

vi.Sheassertive.SherefusestosleepwithMkomaMandla.

vii.Sheisunforgetful.ShestillremembersvisitingUncleBandawithlatemother.

viii.Sheiscalm.ShedoesnotrespondangrilytoUncleBanda'sgreedybehaviour.
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ix.Sheisthoughtful.ShethinksaboutwhetherMrs.ishappywithbeingsingle.

x.Sheissuspicious.Shesuspectsthatothergirlswhisperortalkbehindherback.

xi.Sheisdishonest.Shewantstodiscreetlyrejointhequeuesothathecanreceivesome

more

presentsfromthefilmcrewthatvisitedherschool.

2.UncleBanda

i.Heisgreedy.Hetakesalion'sshareoftherentlodgerspay,givingTamariaverysmall

fractionofit.Healsotriestosellthehouseforsheergreedformoney.

ii.Heisunreasonable.HeneedlesslyshoutsatTsanoKudaforcollapsingontheplaying

field.

iii.Heispromiscuous.Heindulgeshimselfinanextra-maritalsexaffair.

iv.Heisirresponsible.Hedoesnotpayschoolfeesforhischildandbuyfoodforhis

family.He

failstogivegoodcareandsupporttohisownbrother'schildren.

v.Heisregretful:HeregretslisteningtoUncleBandatosendthugstoterroriseTamariand

the

peoplewithwhomsheresided.

vi.Heissuspicious:HesuspectsthatMkomaMandhla,UncleMatopeandthethugs

reported

himtothepoliceaboutthethugs'attack.

vii.Heiscruel:HesendsthugstoattackTamariandKudaandotheroccupantsoftheir

house.

ix.Heisintolerant:HethreatenstoevictSisiMaposaforlatepaymentofrent.

3.Kuda

i.Heishelpful.Hehelpshissisterincookingandwashingdishes.

ii.Heisgreedy.HedoesnotwantM'daraZuzetopartakeinthemeatMkomaMandla

brings.

iii.Heissociable.HeisamemberoftheBoysBrigade.

iv.Heissportyorgamesome.Heisfondoffootball.

4.MkomaMandla

i.Heisgenerous.HelendsTamarimoneytostartasmallscalebusiness.Heshareshis

meatwith

TamariandKuda.HepayswaterbillsforTamari'sandKuda'shouse.

ii.Heisabusive.HeattemptstorapeTamari.

iii.Heisapologitic.HeapologisestoKudaafterhisattempttorapeTamari."HemutteredI

am

sorryandwentoutbangingthedoor."
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5.Linda

i.Sheisempathetic.AtthefuneralofTamarismothershecriedasifshewasmourning

herown

mother.

ii.Sheissupportive.ShesupportsTamariwhensheischasedandteasedbythebullies

e.g.she

givesTamariaprintclothwithwhichtowrapherself.SheurgesTamaritorunfaster.

She

comfortsTamariaftersheistormentedbypursuers.

iii.Sheiscompassionate.SheandhermothervisitTamariandKudaonChristmasand

whenshe

isill.

6.ClevertheMonitor

i.Heishelpful:HehelpsTamaritoescapefrompursuers.HealsohelpsTamariwalkon

the

sportsfieldwhenshefeelsveryweak.

ii.Heispartial.HedoesnotwriteTamari'snameinhisbookwhenshecommitsoffences.

7.Mrs.Shava

i.Sheishelpful.ShelinksupTamariandKudawiththeChildlineOfficewhichassistsin

various

ways.

ii.Sheisimmoral.Sheisnotnotmarriedandshegoestohotelsonweekendstodrink

and

laughwithmenandwomen.

iii.Sheisintolerant:Shedivorcesherhusbandforgoingoutwithanotherwoman.

iv.Sheiscompassionate.ShegivesKudaadrinkandadoughnutafterhecollapseson

the

playingfield.

8.AuntyBanda

i.Sheisemotional.SheburstsintoweepingwhensherealisesUncleBandamusthave

spenta

aweekwithalover.ShealsoweepswhenTamaribringsherthemessagefromUncle

Banda(inprison).

ii.Sheistolerant.Shedoesnotdivorceherhusbandalthoughprovestobeirresponsible.

9.AuntyLoveness

i.Sheiscaring:ShetakescareofTamariandandKuda.ShetakesgoodcareofTamari
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whenshe

isill.

ii.Sheisforgiving.ThoughUncleBandahadwrongedhersheaskstheMagistratetoset

him

free.

iii.Sheisgenerous.ShebringsTamarilotsofpresents.

vi.Sheisresponsible.Shetakescareofhersister'schildren.

10.TheMagistrate

Heislawabiding.DespiteAuntyLoveness'spleathatUncleBandabeacquitted,the

MagistrateinsiststhatUncleBandamustbeimprisonedfortheoffenceshecommitted.

11.SisiMaposa

i.Sheissympathetic:ShesympathiseswithTamarioverhowsheistreatedbyUncle

Banda.

ii.Sheissupportive.SheorientsTamarionmenstruation.ShedefendsTamariagainst

pursuers.

iii.Sheisapologetic:SheapologisestoUncleBandaforpayingrentlate.

Themes

1.Orphanhood

i.Tamari,KudaandCleverareorphans.

ii.Mrs.ShavaisunabletoassistTamariandKudabecausethereweremanyorphansat

the

school.

2.Betrayal

i.KudafeelsbetrayedbyMkomaMandla.Hesays:"Wethoughtyouwereafriend."

ii.AuntyBandawarnsAuntyLovenessandTamarithatUncleBandahasbadplansforthe

house(p.43).

3.PropertyGrabbing

UncleBandaremovesmostofthefurniturefromTamari'sandKuda'shouse.

HealsoattemptstosellKuda'sandTamari'shousetoUncleMatope.
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4.SexualHarassment

i.Themanwithanemptybeerbottle,whoboughttwoeggsfromTamari'sstall,triedto

grab

Tamari'shand.

ii.MkomaMandlacallsTamari"mylittlewife"and"mysweetheart".

Heattemptstorapeher.

5.HIV/AIDsPandemic

i.Tamari'sparentsdiedofHIV/AIDs

ii.TherearemanyorphansattheschoolwhereMrs.Shavaisaheadteacher.

6.Genderbasedviolence

ThefatboyjabsTamari'sbackwitharulerasshetriestositonherdesk.

7.Friendship

a.TamariandLindaarefriends.

i.TamarileavesherstallwithLindatoattendtohouseholdchores.

ii.LindaandTamariplaypadaandhopscotchtogether.

iii.TamariandLindagototheshoptogethertobuybunsandfreezits.

iv.AtthefuneralofTamari'smother,LindaandhermotherkeepTamaricompanyand

sleep

withheratnight.

v.Atthegraveyard,whentheyburiedTamari'smother,Lindahadkneltdownandlaid

flowers

atthenewmoundofearthandcried,asifTamari'smotherwasherown.

vi.Linda,hermotherandherfathervisitTamariduringChristmasandwhensheisill.

viii.WhenthebulliesteaseandpursueTamari,LindagivesTamariaprintclothandurges

herto

runfast.

b.TamariandCleverarefriends.

i.CleverdoesnotwritedownthenameofTamariwhenshefailstocompletehercourse

inthe

race.

ii.CleverandTamarisitontheterracesandeattogetherpeppermints.

iii.TamariandKudasharefamilybackgrounds.

iv.CleverprotectsTamariagainstpursuers.

8.Disillusionment

i.Peoplearedisillusionedwiththeregimeasseenbyprotestsanddemonstrations

againstthe
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risingcostsoffoodandfuel.

ii.Thenarratorsays:"ThroughthewindowTamariglimpsedthelandoncemilesofrich

wheetandmaizeandcottonandtobacconowoccupiedbythenewfarmersand

studded

withlittlegrasshutsandcattleandgoatpensafterithadbeendividedupafter

independence"(p.60).

iii.Nearthemigrationofficestwodrunksarguedaboutpetrol,politicsandpresidents.

9.Adolescence

i.Tamarisuniformwastootightatthebreastandtooshort.

ii.Tamariexperiencedherfirstmenstruationatschool.

iii.TamariandCleverhaveaffectionforeachother.

10.Dreamtimeversusrealtime

Tamaridescribeshowhermotherlookedinherdreamscomparedtohowshelooked

beforeshehaddied.

11.Charity

TamariandKudaarehelpedbyvariouspeople:Mrs.Shava,AuntyLoveness,SisiMaposa,

MkomaMandila,MaiLinda,Linda,theChurch,ChildlineOffice,MdaraZuze,e.t.c.

12.Skeptism

Tamariwasskepticale.g.ShethoughtMkomaMandlawasagoodmanbutshewasnot

sure.

13.Sisterhood

TamarithinksthatAuntyBanda,AuntyLovenessandherselfaresomehowinthesame

boat.

LiteraryDevices

1.Similes

i.Lindahadkneltdown....criedasifTamari'smotherwasherown.

ii.Whenhe(UncleBanda)coughedhesoundedlikeanoldcartryingtostart.

iii.Assheplayedmarimba,Tamariwantedtoflylikeabird.

2.Symbolism

Newmoundofearth''(p.2)symbolisesagrave.
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3.Irony

WhenKudahandsUncleBandaacupofteahe(UncleBanda)asksforsugarandmilk

whichhedidnotprovidetohislatebrother'schildren.

UncleBandaaccusesKudaofneglectinghissister,Tamari(p.14);yethehimself

neglectedKudaandTamari,hisownbrother'schildren.

4.Personification

Cloudsarepersonified:"Bigfatcloudsrolledacrossthesky,spittingangryboltsof

lightning...."(p.14)

ThebirdthatspeakstoTamariattheendofthebookispersonified.

5.Hyperbole

AfterMkomaMandlaattemptstorapeher,Tamari'sheartwaspounding.

6.Flashback

i.Tamariremembersvisitingtheminetwicewhileherparentswerealive.

ii.ClevertellsTamarihowhismotherdied.

iii.Thenarratorspeaksof"...theland,oncemilesofrichwheatandmaizeandcottonand

tobacco,nowoccupiedbythenewfarmersandstuddedwithlittlegrasshutsandcattle

and

goatpensafterithadbeendividedupafterindependence."

7.Imagery

"Thequeuesnakedroundtheofficebuildingsandspilledontothestreet."(p.64)


